WHo fs FHis Man?

“Go and investigate Jesus,” the Pharisees
ordered their spies. “Arrest him and bring him
back here!”

It was meant to be a week of joy
and feasting, but everyone was
W scared of the Pharisees. Jesus

# <Py RePorts oN Jesus 1

Be a spy! Find out 4
everything you can. Spies notice

and listen to everything. They ask

questions other people don't even begin to <

think about. Without being noticed themselves (spies
hate that), they try to find the real truth about the people
they are investigating.

There are many spy stories in the Bible. The Pharisees
and religious leaders hated Jesus. So they sent their
spies to try to catch him out. The Pharisees told them to
report back everything. But sometimes these spies were

surprised by what Jesus said and did. “Are the Pharisees

really right to hate Jesus?” they wondered.

Each month this year we'll have spy stories about Jesus and spy training <
games. Be a spy! Find out all you can about Jesus this year.

i\\ was becoming too popular
E'% and they were jealous. He had broken

| their laws by healing a lame man on the
holy Sabbath day. So they wanted to kill
him.
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From all over the country people had
come to Jerusalem for the Festival of Shelters.
As the spies mixed among the crowds, they overheard
people talking about Jesus. They whispered because they
were too scared to speak out.

“He’s a good man. He only does good things,”a woman
muttered.

“No. He broke the law. He’s leading people in the wrong way,”
aman hissed back at her.

The woman remembered the Messiah, the great Deliverer
God had promised to send.

“When the Messiah comes, will he do more miracles than
Jesus? He must be the Messiah,” she said in a hushed voice.

“Where is Jesus?” everyone was asking.

Jesus was there but, at first, he hid himself. He wanted to
keep his presence secret. But then, halfway through the
Festival, he stood up in the Temple and started to teach the
people. The spies were there to watch and listen.

The people were amazed.

“How does he know so much?”they asked.“He hasn't any
special training like a priest”

“My teaching comes from God.” Jesus said. “Anyone who
really wants to find the truth will know that what | say is true.
The Pharisees say they keep God’s law. Yet there’s a law that
says: 'You must not murder; and they want to kill me. In fact
they’re breaking God’s law.”

“Why don't the Pharisees stop him teaching?”the people
wondered. “Do they secretly know that he really is the
Messiah?”

Each day of the Festival there was a special water-pouring
ceremony. It was a way of thanking God for sending the rain
to grow the crops.

On the last day, Jesus stood up and made an important
announcement: “Come to me if you are thirsty for God. If you

believe in me, | will give you the true water of life” g
“This man must be the Messiah,”many of the people said,

when they heard this.

The spies went back to the Pharisees and reported all that

they had heard.

“Why didn’t you arrest him as we ordered?” the Pharisees

yelled angrily. <

“We couldn’t! No one ever spoke like this man,” they said.
Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees, spoke up for Jesus.

“According to our law you can’t condemn Jesus until he's
given a fair trial,” he said.

This made the other Pharisees mad.

“Don’t you know that the Messiah won't come from a tiny,
country town in an out-of-the-way place like Nazareth?” they
shouted.

The spies realised that their next assignment would be
to investigate

Nicodemus. Whose
side was he really
on?

[to be continued]

Look up this
Spies’ Report
and read it for
yourself from
the Bible. It's
filed under John
7:10-52.




A Top Secret Spy

Notegook.

Make yourself a Top Secret Spy Notebook.
" You could use your computer or you could
cut 6 blank sheets of A4 paper in half, fold
them in half again and staple them together.

Each month there will be a summary of the story to be decoded
and copied into your Notebook. There will also be a Bible Verse to
decode, copy and learn.
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ToP Segcret Summary:

The P s sent out their s s

Matel fHe Quotes

Here are quotes of what people said about Jesus, but
they have got mixed up. Be a spy. Draw lines to join
the two halves that go together. One is done for you.

to investigate J s. Everyone was

talking about J s.TheP S
When the Messiah comes, were angry because the s s came
. good man (7:12)
\ will he perform more sl s.“Why?” the
This man is really is misleading the people P s shouted. “No one ever talked
(7:12)
. miracles than this man? the way J s does”, the s s told the
Heisa
(7:31) P s.

Nobody h talked
obody has ever talke the Prophet (7:40)

the
No, he the Messiah (7:41) To check, look up the references in
- John's Gospel in a Good News Bible.
Heis way this man does (7:46) : \
[ SPY TRAINING: SPot HHe DiFFERENCES - N\
Top Secret

Here are two pictures of crowds waiting for Jesus to come. Be a spy. \
Find 10 differences between the two pictures. \ VEKSE

Yeht erew lla
dezama ta eht
yaw susel thguat,
\ esuaceb eh ekops
htiw ytirohtua.

Luke 4:32
Good News Bible.

—
\, A Prayer

 Dear God, this year please \
help me to find out all | can
about Jesus and how to

follow him. Amen.

Compiled by Ron Fountain



